
 
 
MINUTES OF MEETING OF MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF LETTERKENNY-MILFORD MEETING, HELD 
ONLINE, ON 13 APRIL, 2021 AT 2:00 P.M. 
 
MDL182/21 MEMBERS PRESENT 
 

Cllr. Liam Blaney 
Cllr. Kevin Bradley 

  Cllr. Ciaran Brogan 
  Cllr. Donal Coyle 

Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh 
Cllr. Donal Kelly 
Cllr. Michael Mc Bride 
Cllr. Ian McGarvey 
Cllr. Gerry McMonagle  
Cllr. John O’Donnell  
 

MDL183/21 OFFICIALS PRESENT 
   

Liam Ward, Director of Service 
Patricia McIntyre, Area Manager, Housing & Corporate Services 

 Bernadine McGee, Staff Officer, Housing & Corporate Services 
 David McIlwaine, S.E.E. / Area Manager, Roads & Transportation 
 Elaine McEntee, Executive Planner 
  Geraldine Havlin, Assistant Planner 

Francis Conaghan, Development Officer 
Joe Ferry, A/Senior Executive Scientist 
Edward Gallagher, Fire Service 
 
The meeting was chaired by Cllr. Donal Coyle 
 

MDL184/21 MINUTE’S SILENCE  
 

Cllr. Donal Coyle, on behalf of all MD Members and staff, offered his deepest 
sympathy to Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh on the recent death of his brother Páidín 
and asked for a minute’s silence. In reply Cllr. Kavanagh thanked the Members 
for contacting him in relation to the passing of his brother, Páidín, and those 
who had stood along the road as the funeral procession passed.  He also 
thanked the members of Staff who had been in contact with him. 
 

MDL185/21  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 
There were no matters arising from the Minutes of the previous meeting. 
 

MDL186/21 ADOPTION OF MINUTES  
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Gerry McMonagle and seconded by Cllr. Jimmy 
Kavanagh the Minutes of meeting of 9 March 2021 were adopted. 
 



Cllr. Donal Coyle advised that Cllr. Kevin Bradley had requested that his 
Motions be dealt with first as he would have to leave the Meeting early.  The 
Members agreed to this. 
 

MDL187/21  PEDESTRIAN CROSSING AT WOODLAND SCHOOL 
   

On the proposal of Cllr. Kevin Bradley and seconded by Cllr. Ian McGarvey, the 
following motion was adopted: 

 
“That the Council install a pedestrian crossing at Woodland School a very 
busy road!” 
 
 Members were advised that: 
 

   “This is a regional Arterial Route, with only one footpath on the Regional 
Road and associated local road. There are no suitable sites of pedestrian or 
desired routes for a pedestrian crossing. This is also an 80kph speed limit 
which would not be suitable for a Pedestrian crossing of this type.” 

 
  On proposing the motion Cllr. Bradley advised that children are crossing the 

road at this location and something needs to be put in place in the interest of 
safety of pedestrians. 

 
  On seconding the motion Cllr. McGarvey thanked Cllr. Bradley for raising the 

motion.  This is a dangerous junction and needs to be looked at in the interests 
of safety.  The overall layout of the junction should be looked at. 

 
  David McIlwaine advised that he will follow up with the Road Design Section to 

see what other options there might be.  He advised that he would also contact 
the School and would look at what funding might be available. 

 
  Cllr. McGarvey referred to a previous suggested solution for this area and 

stated that this should be looked at again. 
 
  Cllr. Bradley thanked Cllr. McGarvey for his support and thanked David for his 

response. 
 

MDL188/21  WASTE COLLECTIONS DR MCGINLEY ROAD 
 

 On the proposal of Cllr. Kevin Bradley and seconded by Cllr. Donal Kelly, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 
" That the Council Liaise with the waste Companies the Residents at Dr 
McGinley Road have brought to my attention that they are all getting older at 
all the years now they have to drag their bins to the top of the road to be 
collected." 

Members were advised that: 
 

   “Should this motion be passed this issue shall be reviewed.” 



 
  On proposing the motion Cllr. Bradley noted that this was not fair on the 

Residents who have been customers for years and are now being told that the 
lorry cannot go around the estate.  The Council should liaise with the Waste 
Company. 

 
  Cllr. Kelly thanked Cllr. Bradley for raising the motion and noted that something 

needs to be done for the Residents. 
 
  Cllr. Bradley thanked Cllr. Kelly for seconding his motion. 
 

MDL189/21 GREEN AREA IN CASHEL PARK 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh and seconded by Cllr. Gerry 
McMonagle, the following motion was adopted: 
 
"That the Council look at improving the green area in Cashel Park, so that it 
can be used for football etc., by the kids in the area." 

Members were advised that: 
 

   “The motion is noted and the Resident's Association for Cashel Park should 
make contact with the Housing Section who will be happy to discuss 
improvements required to the estate.” 

 
On proposing the motion Cllr. Kavanagh advised that Residents had been in 
touch with him.  The green area is on a hill and children are playing on the 
street.  There are a lot of houses in the area.  The Residents are looking for 
some goal posts, basketball nets and the area to be fenced off.  This would be a 
great amenity for the estate and in particular for all the kids there. 
 
Cllr. McMonagle noted that he had also discussed this with the Residents.  
There are good green areas in the estate and this area could be fenced up and 
would keep the children safe.  He advised that the Residents would be happy to 
liaise with the Council in this regard. 
 
Cllr. Kavanagh thanked Cllr. McMonagle for his support and advised that he 
had sent a petition on to Patricia McIntyre.  He welcomed the response given. 
 

MDL190/21  PARK WARDENS FOR MAIN PARKS IN LETTERKENNY 
 
On the proposal of Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh and seconded by Cllr. Ciaran Brogan, 
the following motion was adopted: 
 
"That the Council consider employing park wardens on a Summer seasonal 
basis for our main parks in Letterkenny.” 

Members were advised that: 
 



   “The Town Parks currently have a compliment of maintenance staff working 
within the parks during normal working hours, a private security firm has 
been appointed to monitor the park during out of hours.” 

 
On proposing the motion Cllr. Kavanagh stated that his had been raised 
previously.  It is more of an issue now that the park is used more.  The park 
needs to be made safe especially for women, children and the elderly.  There 
have been reports of teenagers gathering especially in Ballymacool Park.  
People using the park are feeling intimated because of verbal abuse and 
inappropriate comments.  Ballymacool Park is very busy now with the play area 
in the Town Park still being closed.  Wardens should be provided over the 
Summer months.  This could be done through a Scheme, temporary contracts 
or even through the Garda Reserves.  Some other Councils do this.  It would 
stop unruly behaviour.  The parks are a credit to the town and to the staff who 
take care of them.  He stated that people don’t want the reputation of the 
parks to be damaged.  At the weekend there was vandalism in the Bernard 
McGlinchey Town Park.  It is important also that the play park is back up and 
running soon.  Parking has also become a problem in the Town Park.  The parks 
should be safe and available for use. 
 
On seconding the motion Cllr. Brogan noted that Cllr. Kavanagh had outlined 
the position very well.  The town has two fabulous resources with the parks.  
They are meeting places for many people, families etc.  It is a timely motion 
and there should be a warden for each park. 
 
Cllr. Kavanagh thanked Cllr. Brogan for seconding his motion.  He noted the 
response given but stated that it is not the role of maintenance staff.  
 

MDL191/21 INFORMATION BOARDS IN BERNARD MCGLINCHEY TOWN PARK 
 

 This Motion was proposed by Cllr. Gerry McMonagle and discussed in 
conjunction with Item No. 10 – Motion raised by Cllr. Donal Coyle. 

 
On the proposal of Cllr. Gerry McMonagle and seconded by Cllr. Donal Coyle, 
the following motion was adopted: 
 
"That we update and enhance the information Boards we have in Bernard Mc 
Glinchey Town Park adding further local and historical information on the 
origins and history of the immediate area to enhance the Park visitors 
experience." 

Members were advised that: 
 

  “We will carry out an assessment of this motion and advise members of our 
proposals.” 

 
 
 
 
 



On proposing the motion Cllr. McMonagle advised that Kieran Kelly of the 
Historical Society had raised this with him.  The park was opened in 1999 and 
the map there is now outdated.  It needs to be more up to date.  Attractions in 
the town could be added to it.  Also extra notice boards could be put up in the 
park.  They could include historical information on the area, in particular in 
relation to St. Conal’s Hospital, the grounds being the first home of St. Eunan’s 
GAA, Rugby played there in 1932 and Cricket in the 1920s.  In Ballymacool Park 
there are boards giving details of the area.  This would add to the visitors 
experience and would be educational. 
 
Cllr. Coyle noted that Cllr. McMonagle had noted the items he intended to 
raise.  It is important to let park users know what is in the area now, the history 
of St. Conal’s and the various sporting uses of the grounds. 
 
Cllr. McMonagle noted the response given that an assessment will be carried 
out and he hoped this would happen soon.  This would enhance visits to the 
park and would be both educational and historical. 
 

MDL192/21  PARKING PLACES AT ABBEY PARK, MANORCUNNINGHAM 
 
On the proposal of Cllr. Gerry McMonagle and seconded by Cllr. Jimmy 
Kavanagh, the following motion was adopted: 
 
"That our Roads Section in conjunction with Housing create more Parking 
Places to facilitate the residents request at Abbey Park Manorcunningham." 

Members were advised that: 
 

   “The motion is noted.   Colleagues in our Roads Section have examined the 
issue and subject to further assessment on site, every effort will be made to 
progress the works within this year's Housing Programme.” 

 
 On proposing the motion Cllr. McMonagle advised that Residents had brought 
this to his attention.  There are very little car park spaces for Residents in the 
estate.  Driveways are being blocked.  There is a green area in the estate that 
could be used for car parking.  The Residents would support this.  He welcomed 
the response given that Housing and Roads would work together on this.  The 
layout of the estate is causing the problem. 
 
Cllr. Kavanagh advised that he was happy to second this motion which had 
been outlined fully by Cllr. McMonagle.  This is a major inconvenience for 
Residents. 
 
Cllr. McMonagle advised that he was happy with the response and thanked 
Cllr. Kavanagh for his support. 

 
MDL193/21  FIVE YEAR ROADS PROGRAME 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Ian McGarvey and seconded by Cllr. Liam Blaney, the 
following motion was adopted: 



 
"That our Roads Service outline the theoretical proposed method of the 
proposed five Year Roads Programme for this M.D." 

 Members were advised that: 
 

   “The County wide 5 Year priority list for Specific Improvement Schemes was 
agreed with the Member in July 2020 and submitted to the Department of 
Transportation. We have received no notification of any schemes being 
funded from this priority list in 2021. The Cathedral one way system which is 
the number one priority for the MD on the 5 year programmes has received 
funding from the Active Travel Scheme.” 

 
On proposing the motion Cllr. McGarvey referred to the extent of the 
Letterkenny – Milford MD area which stretches from Mongorry to Fanad Head.  
A survey of the area needs to be done.  There are 13 projects on the 5 year 
programme.  More information needs to be provided to the Department to get 
funding.  There are only three and a half years left on the current programme.  
Seven of the projects have been there for 3 years in a row.  Tenders should be 
got for the projects, compare these with the money received and consider 
borrowing money to get the work done.  Work needs to be done on this by the 
Roads Service and the Executive.  He had raised this at Plenary Council but no 
one else had spoken about it.  The Representatives based in Dublin should be 
written to, something needs to be done. 
 
On seconding the motion Cllr. Blaney noted Cllr. McGarvey’s frustration.  
Projects have been put forward for specific instance grants and the only 
funding received is for the traffic lights at the Dry Arch.  There is nothing for the 
rest of the Municipal District.  This is a timely motion as there are a few years 
left.  Extra work needs to be done on the programme as this area is not getting 
an appropriate share.  This needs to be pushed forward.  The road to the 
Lighthouse in Fanad is locked in by traffic such as buses and camper vans.  
Funding is needed for these projects such as the Great Arch and the Seven 
Arches.  These are hidden gems and access to them needs to be improved.  
There is potential at Mulroy Bay but funding is needed.  Only 10% of Leader 
funding has come to the Letterkenny – Milford MD.  A member of staff needs 
to be dedicated to this district to apply for projects.  The Development Plan 
allows people to build in the area if it is a permanent home.  Numbers have 
decreased in the area.  Funding is needed to entice people back into the area. 
 
Cllr. McGarvey stated that if works were done it would encourage people to 
visit Donegal.  Support is needed from all Members.  This needs to be discussed 
as it is a national problem. 

 
MDL194/21 RATHMULLAN – DEEP SEA PORT 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Ian McGarvey and seconded by Cllr. Liam Blaney, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 



“That our Marine Section investigate the possibility of Registering Rathmullan 
as a Deep Sea Port for Northern Europe & The North Atlantic.” 
 
 Members were advised that: 
 

   “The Council’s Piers & Harbours Section will investigate the Port status 
process and associated requirements that Rathmullan must meet to be 
considered as a deep sea Port for Northern Europe and the North Atlantic.” 

 
 On proposing this motion Cllr. McGarvey noted that this would help in 
developing Donegal.  Rathmullan is one of the best deep sea ports in Europe.   
It is 40ft deep in places.  It is one of the most important ports in Donegal and in 
Ireland.  It needs to be registered on map and should be able to attract cruise 
ships etc.  He asked that the Council investigate the possibility of registering 
the port. 
 
On seconding the motion Cllr. Blaney noted that Rathmullan is known as one of 
the deepest ports and he fully supports the motion. 
 
Cllr. McGarvey thanked Cllr. Blaney for supporting the motion.  It would be 
beneficial to the County in both fishing and tourism sectors. 
 

MDL195/21 MAST IN DRUMONAGHAN, RAMELTON 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Ian McGarvey and seconded by Cllr. Liam Blaney, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 
"What has been done to revoke the Planning Granted under Pl. No 51/31352 
for Cignal to erect a Telecommunications Mast in Drumonaghan, Ramelton 
which is against all Regulations.” 

 Members were advised that: 
 

   “With reference to this motion and previous motions seeking updates and 
clarifications of the Planning Authority's position in relation to this approved 
development, the meeting is advised that there is no legislative basis to seek 
the revocations of this permission notified by Donegal County Council and 
decided on appeal by An Bord Pleanála.  Consequently, it is not envisaged 
that the provisions of Section 44 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 
(as amended) can be invoked as suggested.” 
 
On proposing the motion Cllr. McGarvey asked Liam Ward to comment on 
whether there had been any progress from when he previously raised this 
motion. 
 
 
 
 
 



Liam Ward advised that a reply to the motion had been provided.  This is the 
same reply as had been given a number of times.  There is no option to revoke 
the permission.  The application has been granted permission, it was appealed 
to An Bord Pleanála and they had decided to grant the permission.  This could 
be challenged through the Courts but there is no option to revoke it.  This 
position has been set out on a number of occasions. 
 
Cllr. McGarvey advised that he had contacted the Ombudsman in relation to 
this but he could not address the matter.  He stated that the application was in 
violation of national guidelines in that no new site should be used.  If this goes 
ahead permission could be given for more masts on the site.  The customary 
rights in the wood should have been considered.  He advised that he has 
written to the Attorney General and asked if the Council will fund bringing this 
matter to the High Court.  He said he had considered involving RTE & 
Primetime in the matter.  He feels that he is being deprived of representing the 
people.  He has selected a Solicitor to advance the matter but needs funding 
and would proceed with the support of the Council. 
 
Liam Ward noted that it is evident how strongly Cllr. McGarvey feels about the 
development.  He noted that his response is only in relation to the motion 
raised.  Cllr. McGarvey seeking the funding from the Council to take action 
against a decision made would need to be considered carefully.  He says it is 
difficult being in the opposite position to Cllr. McGarvey.  He cannot accept the 
comment that the Planning Service has been neglectful.  The decision was 
made in accordance with the County Development Plan.  If this was not the 
case An Bord Pleanála would have considered that in deciding on the appeal.  It 
is an unusual situation to seek to challenge a decision that the Council’s own 
Planning Office had made.  The system is open and transparent.  The decision 
was made, the option to appeal the decision was there and that was done.  It 
would be at variance for the Local Authority to now support a legal challenge 
to the decision made.  This is the 3rd or 4th time this has been raised on the 
Agenda.  He urged caution to the mounting of a legal challenge.  This is in the 
public domain and on public record. 
 
Cllr. Blaney stated that he would second the motion which had been put before 
the Members and the response had been explained well by Liam Ward.  He 
noted Cllr. McGarvey’s frustration at a mast being approved in woodland 
designated for walking.  He suggested that Donegal County Council write to 
Cignal and ask them to look into the project and consider reapplying in another 
area where people won’t be walking.  This would ease the fears of the local 
people.  He noted that he had taken on board what has been said.  He also 
noted that the fee that had to be paid to appeal the planning permission to An 
Bord Pleanála was a disgrace.  He noted that there is a procedure in place. 
 
Cllr. McGarvey thanked Cllr. Blaney for supporting his motion.  He apologised if 
he was out of step in representing the people.  Someone has to stand up for 
them.  The Constitution defends the rights of the people.  He expressed his 
disappointment. 
 



Liam Ward noted that the motion was seconded by Cllr. Blaney.  The motion 
has been answered 4 times.  A decision was made by An Bord Pleanála and 
would have been overturned if the decision was wrong.  Liam noted the 
suggestion that the Council write to the Developer taking on board concerns 
and ask them to relocate to a less intrusive location. 
 
Cllr. McGarvey noted that Coillte are also involved in this.  He can produce a list 
showing the areas where he feels the decision does not comply.  He asked Liam 
Ward if he had read the County Development Plan. 
 
Liam Ward confirmed that he has read the County Development Plan.  He 
believes it was considered and that the decision is in accordance with 
objectives and policies in the Plan.  Liam confirmed that the Council will write 
to the Developer as suggested. 
 
Cllr. McGarvey thanked Liam Ward for that. 

 
MDL196/21 SURFACE ON KNOCKBRACK ROAD AT GLENMAQUIN JUNCTION 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Coyle and seconded by Cllr. Liam Blaney, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 

   “That this Council replace the high grip surface on the Knockbrack Road at 
the Glenmaquin Junction.” 

 
 Members were advised that: 
 

   “The Area Roads Engineer will assess this surface and consider for 
applications for possible sources of funding.” 

 
On proposing this motion Cllr. Coyle stated that the road had been tarred last 
year.  The high grip surface that had been in place at the Glenmaquin junction 
is needed and needs to be reinstated.  He noted that he was happy with the 
response given. 
 

MDL197/21 MAP IN CAR PARK AT BERNARD MCGLINCHEY PARK 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Coyle and seconded by Cllr.  Gerry McMonagle, 
the following motion was adopted: 
 

   “That this Council replace the existing, outdated map in the carpark at the 
entrance to the Bernard Mc Glinchey Park.” 
 
 Members were advised that: 
 

   “We will carry out an assessment of this motion and advise members of our 
proposals.” 

 
It was noted that this motion was already dealt with along with Motion from 
Cllr. Gerry McMonagle – Minute No. MDL191/01.  



 
MDL198/21 SURVEY OF DERELICT PREMISES IN MANORCUNNINGHAM 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Coyle and seconded by Cllr. Liam Blaney, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 

   “That this Council carry out a survey of vacant and derelict premises in 
Manorcunningham with the intention of establishing a digital hub in the 
village.” 

 
 Members were advised that: 
 

   “The past number of years has seen a growth in Donegal with regards the 
development of Digital Hubs. Donegal County Council have worked to support 
the development of these hubs and are currently finalizing a Remote Working 
Strategy to support remote working in Donegal while also working with the 
Atlantic Economic Corridor initiative to support already established digital 
hubs.  From examining best practice for developing hub locations across the 
county, it is seen that "need" must be the driving force behind the 
development of the Hub.  Every Digital Hub works with a different 
combination that is unique to its location. The first step in establishing a hub, 
therefore, is to identify local needs, services and possible clients for the hub 
and then move towards suitable locations. In other similar locations to 
Manorcunningham e.g. Termon, Arranmore, Bundoran and Carndonagh, this 
need identification has been driven by local community/development groups 
who are knowledgeable on the needs of the community. Donegal County 
Councils Economic Development Unit are available to support this work.” 

 
On proposing the motion Cllr. Coyle noted that he was disappointed with the 
response.  This is one of many villages in the County where there are vacant 
and derelict buildings.  This creates a poor impression.  A survey of the 
buildings is needed.  There is a vibrant community in the area.  The future of 
businesses is in the whole area of digitalisation.  This needs to be led by the 
Council with the support of the community.  This area has missed out because 
it has been moved between Municipal Districts in recent years.  The Council 
needs to be proactive and do what it can to enhance the village.  If a survey is 
done the Members can look at what can be done.  There are 3 primary schools, 
childcare facilities, 2 shops and a Post office in the village along with voluntary 
organisations and the Tidy Towns committee.  The village lacks infrastructure.  
A survey should be done and the Members can sit down with the community 
and the Council.  A digital hub would be a great boost to the area. 
 

MDL199/21 SAFETY BARRIER ON R251 ABOVE KEELOGS JUNCTION CHURCHILL 
 

 This Motion was proposed by Cllr. Donal Kelly and discussed in conjunction 
with Item No. 17 – Motion raised by Cllr. Michael McBride. 

 
On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Kelly and seconded by Cllr. Michael McBride, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 



   “That this Council erect a Safety Barrier on the R251 above the Keelogs 
Junction Churchill. Road number is L6362 just past James Doherty Buses on 
the Right Hand side of the Road please.”  

   
 Members were advised that: 
 

   “Funding has been sought for a crash barrier on the R251 Road, at two 
locations, 

   1. The Aforementioned junction R251/L6362 
   2. past the entrance to Churchill Quarry 
 

   As of yet we have received no confirmation of funding being granted.” 
 
  On proposing the motion Cllr. Kelly noted the response given and said he was 

happy that funding has been sought for a crash barrier.  This is a well known 
part of the road and there have been a lot of accidents. Ten plus cars have 
gone off the road in the past 15 months.  The safety of road users needs to be 
considered. Children are being dropped off for school buses at this location.  It 
is a busy stretch of road and is used by heavy vehicles from the quarry.  A 
safety barrier is needed and should be erected as soon as possible. 

 
  On seconding the motion Cllr. McBride stated that the camber of the road is 

the problem as the road falls away towards the verge.  There have been many 
single car accidents there which are not reported.  The road is popular for 
walkers and cyclists.  There could be a serious accident there.  He welcomed 
the positive response given. 

 
MDL200/21 REPAIRS TO MENNAROY BRIDGE ON THE R250 ROAD 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Kelly and seconded by Cllr. Ciaran Brogan, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 

   “That this Council carry out Repairs on the Mennaroy Bridge on the R250 
Road as a matter of urgency please.” 

 
 Members were advised that: 
 

   “This bridge has been identified by the Area team as requiring repairs. This 
requirement has been referred to Road Design to seek funding to carry out 
the necessary repairs. In addition to this the realignment of the bridges is 
included in the priority list that was agreed with the members for the 5 year 
priority list for Specific Road Improvement schemes.” 

 
On proposing this motion Cllr. Kelly stated that the concrete parapets are 
breaking away and the road is falling away.  There is a serious drop below.  This 
is a serious hazard and needs to be repaired sooner rather than later as it could 
become a major project.  The bridge needs to be widened and repaired.  He 
welcomed the response given that realignment of the bridge has been 
included.  He thanked David McIlwaine for the response. 
 



Cllr. Brogan seconded the motion stating that Cllr. Kelly had outlined the 
problem very well. 
 
Cllr. Kelly thanked Cllr. Brogan for seconding the motion and hopes that this 
worked will be progressed in the near future. 
 

MDL201/21  RIGHT TURNING LANE AT THE MAIN PLUCK/CORKEY JUNCTION ON N14 
LIFFORD ROAD 

 
On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Kelly and seconded by Cllr. Ciaran Brogan, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 
“That this Council consider implementing a Right Turning Lane at the Main 
Pluck/Corkey Junction on the N14 Lifford Road please.”   
 
 Members were advised that: 
 

   “In respect to the raised safety concern at the junction this will be referred to 
the DCC Road safety engineer and M&L MD roads to review. They will report 
back on the need and scope of a potential HD 17 site at this location. If 
determined as a HD17 site then all options will be considered to deal with the 
specific safety issue or issues identified. 

 
  On proposing the motion Cllr. Kelly said he had been contacted by Residents 

who have concerns about turning right on this road which is a busy stretch of 
road.  They have to stop in the middle of the lane to cross the road.  Other 
vehicles are cutting into the hard shoulder to pass and there is also a left turn 
to Manorcunningham at this location.  The road should be wide enough for a 
right turning lane.  He welcomed the response given. 

 
  Cllr. Brogan seconded the motion commending Cllr. Kelly on raising the motion 

and noted that he had outlined the situation well. 
 
  Cllr. Kelly thanked Cllr. Brogan for seconding the motion. 

 
MDL202/21 APPLICATION FOR RURAL REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT FUND FOR MILFORD 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Liam Blaney and seconded by Cllr. Ian McGarvey, the 
following motion was adopted: 
  

   “That Milford is prioritised in the Milford\Letterkenny Municipal District as 
the next area for an application for Rural Regional Development Fund 
[RRDF].” 

 
 Members were advised that: 
 

   
 
 



  “The initial work programme of the Regeneration & Development Team was 
set out by the Chief Executive in 2019. Delivery Area 2 placed a focus on the 
development of regeneration projects in the Strategic Towns across the 
County under the RRDF.  Significant progress has been made to date with 8 
projects having been developed and submitted to the RRDF for Category 1 or 
2 funding resulting in approx. €9m in funding for two Category 1 projects and 
approx. €500,000 in funding for two Category 2 projects, whilst at this time 
funding applications totalling approx. €21m remain under assessment for 
three further Category 1 projects. Projects have been developed in all of the 
Municipal Districts. In respect of the Letterkenny & Milford MD, a successful 
Category 2 project has been developed in Ramelton. Work to develop a 
Category 1 project in Rathmullan has also commenced in partnership with the 
Way Forward Group and the intention is to develop both of these projects to 
Category 1 funding applications and capital delivery in due course. Project 
planning work in respect of future projects continues in parallel to the 
implementation of these successful projects. In this regard the Team can 
confirm that it has commenced early appraisal work of settlements within the 
Letterkenny & Milford MD, including Milford, with a view to developing a 
Category 2 application to the next call for applications under the RRDF.” 

 
On proposing the motion Cllr. Blaney noted that the town of Milford is in need 
of regeneration.  Since the one way system was put in place it is taking the life 
out of the centre of the town.  The construction of the LIDL store on the 
outskirts of the town has also taken the life out of the town and there is a new 
retail park due to open soon which will kill off life in the town centre.  Milford 
needs to be prioritised in this Municipal District for the next application for 
funding.  The old hotel site is derelict.  There had been proposals for 
apartments or social housing there but the site could be put to better use.  
There are derelict buildings all the way up to the square.  These could be 
regenerated and the owners would need to be on board. The old flour mills / 
bakery is up for sale.  The Council could maybe look into this and consider 
purchasing the site.  There is potential there either to demolish it or work with 
what is there.  He asked that the Council investigate this to see what might be 
done.  It is on the shore of Mulroy Bay, a marina would be beneficial there.  It is 
a natural sheltered bay and either a Blueway by water or a Blueway trail could 
be implemented with water sports on the lake.  There is huge potential to join 
up the towns and villages around the bay over the Harry Blaney Bridge and 
back to Milford.  There is also the Colmcille walk on the other side of the town 
with the old graveyard, Church and the lake.  He welcomed the response given 
and hopes that Milford will be selected for the next call of applications. 
 
On seconding the motion Cllr. McGarvey noted that Cllr. Blaney had outlined 
the motion very well.  There are hardly any residents living on Main Street in 
Milford and there are a lot of derelict buildings.  The Council should have a 
meeting and discuss the interests and what can be done and make a plan.  
Mulroy Bay is important to the general public and could be converted into an 
asset.  The Council should look at the whole area to see what would be 
beneficial for the area. 
 



Liam Ward noted the reply to the motion that Milford will be considered for 
the next round of applications.  The site of the old flour mills / bakery can be 
looked at and enquiries made in relation to what funding might be available. 
 
Cllr. Blaney welcomed the work that has been done in Ramelton and 
Rathmullan and stated that Milford should be looked at.  He thanked Cllr. 
McGarvey for his support.  There is an opportunity to develop the lake and 
make it safer for those using it.  Declan Meehan in the IRD Office is working 
with Community Groups in the area and could be contacted. 
 

MDL203/21 RATHMULLAN TO BUNCRANA CAR FERRY 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Liam Blaney and seconded by Cllr. Ian McGarvey the 
following motion was adopted: 
 

   “That the Rathmullan to Buncrana Car Ferry is put out to tender for a ten 
year period.” 

 
 Members were advised that: 
 

    “Donegal County Council had a contract in place with Cara na nOilean Teo to 
operate a roll on/roll off ferry service between the harbours of Buncrana, Co. 
Donegal and Rathmullan, Co. Donegal covering the period 2016-2019. With 
the contract coming to an end in September 2019 the Council intended to run 
a procurement process in Spring 2020 to appoint an Operator to cover the 
service for a period from summer 2020. An initial meeting was held with the 
Council’s procurement officer in the first quarter of 2020 and the advice 
received was that a ten year period was too long an appointment term from a 
procurement point of view. Covid-19 struck in March 2020 and as we were 
unsure when travel restrictions would be lifted the Council took the decision 
to not proceed with the procurement process in 2020 and approached the 
existing Operator to see if they would be interested in running the Swilly ferry 
service in 2020 which they agreed to. As the picture regarding Covid travel 
restrictions for 2021 is still not clear the decision has been taken to not 
proceed with the procurement of a new Operator and to seek agreement with 
the existing Operator to provide the service in 2021 subject to the lifting of 
travel restrictions. It is intended that the Buncrana-Rathmullan (Swilly) Ferry 
Service will be put out to tender in the final quarter of 2021 for a minimum 
period of five years (maximum contract period to be set based on the advice 
of the Council’s procurement officer)’.” 

 
On proposing the motion Cllr. Blaney noted that a 5 year tender had been 
allocated a number of years ago.  He noted the response given that new 
tenders had not been sought due to Covid-19 but that this will be out for 
tender for a further 5 year term later in the year.   
 
On seconding the motion Cllr. McGarvey noted that the car ferry had been one 
of the best initiatives for Rathmullan.  One year terms are unstable.  The ferry 
facilitates people on both sides of the Lough. 
 



Cllr. Blaney thanked Cllr. McGarvey for supporting the motion.  The car ferry is 
of benefit to businesses and users on both sides of the Lough. 
 

MDL204/21 BARRIER FOR JUNCTION OF KEELOGS ROAD AND MAIN CHURCHILL TO 
LETTERKENNY ROAD 

 
On the proposal of Cllr. Michael McBride and seconded by Cllr. Donal Kelly, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 
“That Donegal County Council erect a barrier at the junction of the Keelogs 
road and the main Churchill to Letterkenny road.” 
 
 Members were advised that: 
 

   “Funding has been sought for a crash barrier on the R251 Road, at two 
locations, 

   1. The Aforementioned junction R251/L6362 
   2. past the entrance to Churchill Quarry 
 

   As of yet we have received no confirmation of funding being granted.” 
 

It was noted that this motion was already dealt with along with Motion from 
Cllr. Donal Kelly – Minute No. MDL199/01.  
 

MDL205/21 WHIN BUSHES ALONG N56 CYCLE WAY/WALKWAY 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Michael McBride and seconded by Cllr. Donal Kelly, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 

   “That Donegal County Council would spray the whin bushes along the N56 
cycle way/walkway that are starting to sprout along the route.” 
  
Members were advised that: 
 
“Letterkenny Rural Roads Team have been actively involved in cutting back 
this growth.” 
 
On proposing the motion Cllr. Mc Bride referred to a similar motion he had 
raised in relation to the cutting back of grass at this location.  He thanked the 
Council for the quick response on that motion as the grass had been cut twice 
there since and it was a good job.  He noted however that there are shoots of 
whin bushes coming up along the path from Illistrin.  If let grow these would be 
costly to cut back or remove and spreading roots may damage the path.  These 
should be killed off now before they get a grip. 
 
Cllr. Kelly seconded the motion thanking Cllr. McBride for raising it and agreed 
with what he had said.  The shoots need to be stopped when sprouting as they 
would be hard to maintain otherwise. 
 
Cllr. McBride thanked Cllr. Kelly for supporting the motion. 



 
MDL206/21 JUNCTION AT CONWALL TO MAGHERAN 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Ciaran Brogan and seconded by Cllr. Donal Kelly, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 

   “That this Council review the junction at Conwall to Magheran with a view to 
widening the junction to improve the access for drivers and pedestrians using 
this busy junction.” 
 
 Members were advised that: 
 
“This issue will be referred to the Road Safety Engineer to carry out an 
Assessment and seek funding if required.” 
 
 On proposing the motion Cllr. Brogan stated that the motion was self 
explanatory.  This is at the turn off at Conwal.  There are a lot of houses there 
and the Residents are concerned.  Land could be acquired to realign the 
junction.  He asked that this be referred to Road Design to look at the design of 
the junction.  It shouldn’t be a huge cost to do this work. 
 
Cllr. Kelly seconded the motion noting that he passes that junction a number of 
times each day.  The land there is not in use and the road could be taken 
through it. 
 
Cllr. Brogan thanked Cllr. Kelly for his support and asked David McIlwaine to 
have a look at the junction with the Safety Engineer and refer it to Road Design. 
 
David McIlwaine agreed that he would do that.  Improvement of the visibility 
would help.  He would talk to the Road Design department about the junction. 

 
MDL207/21 BINS IN TOWN OF LETTERKENNY 
 

 On the proposal of Cllr. Ciaran Brogan and seconded by Cllr. Donal Kelly, the 
following motion was adopted: 

 
   “That this Council carry out an audit of our bins around the town of 

Letterkenny with a view to putting in place more bins around the town where 
there is none in place at the moment.” 
 
 Members were advised that 
 

   “Should this motion be passed both the Roads Section and the Environment 
Section shall liaise on this matter given that both sections have responsibility 
in this area.  However, it should be noted that studies have shown that the 
provision of bins in not necessarily the optimum response to address littering 
issues and a variety of solutions need to be considered.” 

 
 



On proposing the motion Cllr. Brogan stated that he was disappointed with the 
response given.  People out walking have raised the issue of the lack of bins 
with him.  He questioned where the research mentioned is coming from.  He is 
amazed at how many areas don’t have bins.  There are lots of volunteers out 
collecting rubbish.  A few extra bins would enhance the areas and help keep 
the areas clean.  He asked that the response be reviewed as it would not be a 
huge cost to provide the bins. 
 
On seconding the motion Cllr. Kelly noted that the response given needs to be 
reviewed.  There are not enough bins in the town. 
 
Cllr. Brogan asked that this be reviewed and asked for a response. 
 
Liam Ward stated that it was a reasonable request to have the position in 
relation to bins reviewed.  He undertook to have the matter looked at again by 
the Roads and Environment sections. 
 
Cllr. Brogan thanked Liam Ward for his response. 
 

MDL208/21 OLD UNUSED COUNTY ROADS 
 

 On the proposal of Cllr. Ciaran Brogan and seconded by Cllr. Donal Kelly, the 
following motion was adopted: 

 
   “That our walking and trails office carry out an audit of our old unused 

county roads and meet with Coillte to explore their plans, with a view to 
opening them up for walking trails and report back to our MD.” 
 
 Members were advised that: 
 

   “This has been referred to the Walking & Trails Office for their Assessment. 
The Roads Section will identify roads that are on the Roads Schedule that 
would be suitable for consideration and liaise with the Walking & Trails office 
regarding their potential.” 

 
 On proposing the motion Cllr. Brogan noted that this had been discussed at 
workshops.  He asked that the Walking & Trails Office look at this.  This could 
be a short term option for provision of walks.  The Mountain Top walk to 
Calhame has been a huge success.  There is huge potential with the unused 
County roads.  He asked David McIlwaine to liaise with the Walking & Trails 
team to see if they could make this happen.  Walking is now a huge thing. 
 
Francis Conaghan advised that he would discuss this with the Walking & Trails 
Office.  Coillte would also need to come on board with this. 
 
Cllr. Kelly stated that he would gladly second the motion and that work should 
be done on this as there is huge potential. 
 
 
 



Francis Conaghan advised that he had spoken to David McIlwaine and the 
Walking & Trails Office this morning.  He agreed that the Mountain Top walk 
was a big success.  Rights of way can be an issue for walks but in this case the 
access is already there.  He said he would be happy to facilitate and coordinate 
this when they get a list of roads from the Roads Section.  He agreed to look at 
proposals in line with regulations. 
 
Cllr. Brogan thanked Cllr. Kelly for his support and Francis for his response.  
There is huge potential in all areas. 
 

MDL209/21 MAYORS BUSINESS 
 

209.1 Letterkenny Town Centre 
Cllr. Donal Coyle welcomed the announcement of grant for the regeneration of 
Letterkenny Town Centre.  He thanked the Regeneration Team and the 
Members for work done to get this funding. 
 
209.2 Greenway 
Cllr. Coyle also welcomed the half million allocation for the Greenway at 
Muckish old railway line. 
 
209.3 Asylum Seekers Centre 
Cllr. Coyle advised that he had called into the centre this morning.  There are 
now 25 families there.  The children have started in local schools this week. 
 

MDL210/21 CORRESPONDENCE  
 

210.1 Presentation on Recycling Centres 
 Patricia McIntyre advised Suzanne Bogan had been in touch in relation to 
recent request for presentation on the Recycling Centres and that a date was 
needed for the presentation. 
 
It was agreed to have the presentation on the morning of the next Municipal 
District Meeting on Tuesday 11th May 2021 from 10am to 11am. 
 
It was also noted that a date was required for a Workshop on Winter 
Maintenance / Gritting.  It was agreed that this would take place on Tuesday 
11th May 2021 from 11am to 12 noon. 
 

MDL211/21 HOUSING & CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

 The contents of the Housing and Corporate Services report as circulated with 
the Agenda were taken as read. 
  
211.1 Proposed Development at Oran Hill 
Patricia McIntyre advised Members that Part 8 for proposed development at 
Oran Hill is out for public consultation.  Drawings are available on the Council’s 
website.  Submissions or observations should be made by 5pm on Tuesday 27th 
April 2021.  Development is for 34 units comprising of 1, 2 and 3 bed units. 
 



211.2 Turnkey in Milford 
Patricia advised Members that the Department has given final approval for a 
turnkey in Milford comprising of 17 units comprising of 8 no. 3 bed dwellings 
and 9 no. 2 bed dwellings. 

 
Cllr. McMonagle referred to the 23 vacancies on the report which have been 
vacant a while and asked for dates when these units would be back in use.  
Secondly he enquired as to when the units at Long Lane would be allocated.  
Thirdly he asked if any commitment had been made by the Department for 
Social Housing affected by Mica. 
 
Patricia McIntyre advised that work on the casual vacancies had been 
restricted due to Covid-19.  Contractors are needed in some cases and this 
could take 6 to 8 weeks.  She advised that she would circulate the turnaround 
figures for casual vacancies to Members later.  In relation to the 29 units at 
Long Lane Patricia advised that no handover has taken place yet but it is hoped 
this will happen in the next few weeks.  The dwellings have been viewed and 
there is some finishing to be done to them.  The list is being prepared for 
allocations and it is hoped this will happen at the end of the month or at the 
beginning of May.  In relation to Mica, Patricia advised that this is progressing.  
Workshops have been held and Residents have been contacted.  Testing of 15 
houses has taken place.  Assessments are ongoing.  It is hoped to send a 
submission to the Department this month for funding.  No further 
communication has been received other than request to make submission. 
 
Cllr. McMonagle thanked Patricia for the responses given. 
 
Cllr. Blaney referred to the turnkey in Milford for 17 units.  He noted that in 
relation to site development it was proposed that a right turning lane would be 
included but this has not been carried out.  He asked if the Developer had been 
asked to put it in. 
 
Patricia advised that she was not familiar with these details but that she would 
contact the Capital Section and get back to Cllr. Blaney with a response. 
 

MDL212/21 PLANNING SERVICES  
 

 The contents of the Planning report as circulated with the Agenda were taken 
as read. 
 
Elaine McEntee drew the attention of the Members to the appendix to the 
report from the Regeneration Team. 
 
Elaine noted that the Part 8 was in for consideration. 
 
Elaine advised that Planning Clinics are continuing mostly by phone and ZOOM. 
 

 
 
 



MDL213/21 ENVIRONMENT 
 

 The contents of the Environment report as circulated with the Agenda were 
taken as read. 

 
Joe Ferry referred to report added on Waste Regulation & Enforcement which 
had been added to the report this morning.  He advised that Matthew Byrne 
was not available to attend the Meeting today.  The report includes statistics 
backing up the work done.  The Council’s Solicitors have appointed an 
additional person on the basis of the workload created. 
 
Cllr. Gerry McMonagle asked for an update in relation to his motion on the 
provision of dog foul bins and signs and the imposing of fines.  Have any extra 
bins or signs been provided? 
 
Joe Ferry advised that the Staff Member dealing with this, Martin Roarty, had a 
personal bereavement recently and had taken time off work.  Joe said he 
would follow up with Martin and Matthew Byrne now that he is back at work. 
 
Joe took the opportunity with press and media present to appeal to dog 
owners to take responsibility and bring it home. 
 
Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh acknowledged the provision of Wi-Fi at Rathmullan 
Beach.  He noted that it is a good service and welcomed the introduction of it.  
It should be noted how it works out and then extended to other locations. 
 
Cllr. Liam Blaney said he wished to acknowledge the work of the Environment 
Section and work done by local groups.  He thanked the Council for the 
provision of litter pickers, gloves and bags for local groups.  He also thanked 
the community groups who were participating in clean ups.  The majority of 
areas have now been done.  He also noted the recent announcement that 
Tramore Beach and Ballymastocker Beach have been listed in the Top 10 by 
Lonely Planet.  He acknowledged the work of the Local Development Group in 
Portsalon and the collection of litter there. 
 
Cllr. Ciaran Brogan also welcomed the announcement about the two beaches.  
They are among the greatest assets in the County.  He thanked the Staff and 
team that have helped and supported the local communities.  Everyone, young 
and old, has been out cleaning up.  He noted the passion of the Staff for their 
role in the work.  He offered his sympathy to Martin Roarty on the recent loss 
of his mother and also to Noel O’Donnell who had lost his brother. 
 
Joe thanked the Members for acknowledging the work done and added that he 
would pass this on to the Staff involved. 
 
Cllr. Donal Kelly stated that he wished to be associated with the 
acknowledgement by the other Members of the good work done by the 
Environment Section.  A lot of people had been out in local areas at the 
weekend cleaning up. 
 



MDL214/21 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, I.S. & EMERGENCY SERVICES 
 

Cllr. Donal Coyle welcomed Edward Gallagher to his first Municipal District 
Meeting. 

 
 The contents of the Economic Development, Information Systems and 
Emergency Services report as circulated with the Agenda were taken as read. 
 
214.1 Donegal Place Brand Initiative 
Edward advised that the Donegal Place Brand will be officially launched 
virtually on Friday April 30th.  All Members will receive an email in relation to 
this. 
 
214.2 Remote Working 
The Remote Working Strategy for Donegal was adopted by Donegal County 
Council on Monday 29th March. 
 
214.3 Donegal Diaspora 
The Tip O’Neill Irish Diaspora Awards nomination process is now open for 2021.  
Forms are available from the Donegal Diaspora and closing date for 
nominations is 31st May. 
 
214.4 Enterprise Europe Network 
Two Meet the Buyer events are planned for 2021, EENginex on 15th April and 
Food eirEEN on 9th June. 
 
214.5 Enterprise Plan  
Work is ongoing on the new County Enterprise Plan and a meeting is to be held 
in April. 
 
214.6 Minor Tourism Related Works Grant Scheme 
This scheme is due to be launched in April.  A public webinar will be held on 
15th April. 
 
214.7 Donegal/Derry Marketing Campaign – North West Regional 
Development Fund 
This will benefit 15 businesses on both sides of the border. 
 
214.8 Tourism 
Work is ongoing on outdoor dining solutions with Failte Ireland for provision of 
outdoor seating in Town centres.  Details are available on Donegal County 
Council website. 

 
Cllr. Donal Coyle asked what time the launch of the Donegal Place Brand launch 
on 30th April will take place. 
 
Edward advised that it is a virtual launch but that he would find out for the 
Members. 
 



Cllr. Kavanagh thanked Edward for the detailed report.  In relation to Online 
Trading Vouchers, 462 had been issued in 2020 and 76 in 2021.  He had 
previously asked that a questionnaire be issued to businesses that had availed 
of the vouchers in relation to how it worked for them so that the Council could 
learn from this.  The Local Enterprise Office was to follow up on this. 
 
Edward advised that he would follow up with the Local Enterprise Office and 
arrange a response. 
 
Cllr. Brogan acknowledged the ongoing work by the Local Enterprise Office and 
the Economic Development Unit to support closed businesses.  He also 
acknowledged the additional Tourism supports and noted that the Council are 
leading out on this.  He is Chair of the Committee and a lot of work has been 
done in the last 12 months.  Support and help is there for businesses and they 
should contact the Local Enterprise Office in this regard. 
 
Edward advised that he would bring this to the attention of the relevant 
Departments. 

 
MDL215/21 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIVISION 

 
The contents of the Community Development Division report as circulated with 
the Agenda were taken as read. 

 
  215.1 Donegal Age Friendly Programme 

Francis Conaghan referred to the late addition to his report from the Age 
Friendly Programme in relation to the Keep Well Initiative.  He has forwarded 
an email to the Members in relation to this. 
 
215.2 Town Bus 
Francis referred to the request for a Workshop in relation to the Town Bus.  A 
meeting is to be held between the National Transport Authority and the 
Central Planning Unit in relation to the Town Bus.  A date needs to be set for 
the Workshop with the Operator and he suggested this be held before the 
Municipal District Meeting in June as restrictions may be lifted by then.  Roisin 
from the Central Planning Unit will be available for the Workshop.   
 
It was agreed that the Workshop would take place on Tuesday 8th June at 
10am. 
 

MDL216/21 ROADS & TRANSPORTATION 
 

 The contents of the Roads report as circulated with the Agenda were taken as 
read. 
 
 
 
 
 



215.1 2021 Restoration Improvement & Restoration Maintenance 
Programmes  
David referred to both programmes which had been agreed with Members at 
the Workshop held on 19th of March.  An allocation of €3.677 million has been 
received from the Department for the Restoration Improvement Programme 
and €1.102 million for the Restoration Maintenance Programme.  The 
Community Involvement Scheme has been allocated €310,837. 
 
On the proposal of Cllr. Liam Blaney and seconded by Cllr. Ciaran Brogan the 
agreed Restoration Improvement, Restoration Maintenance and Community 
Involvement Schemes were approved. 
 
215.2 2021 Rural Active Travel Investment programme 
David advised that the Rural Active Travel Investment programme projects 
were announced on 29th March.  A total of €1,394,500 had been approved for 9 
projects.  David listed the funding allocated for the various projects as per item 
no. 2 on his report. 
 
On the proposal of Cllr. Michael McBride and seconded by Cllr. Liam Blaney the 
Rural Active Travel Investment programme was approved. 
 
Cllr. Brogan thanked David and his team for the work done to achieve the huge 
amount of funding.  The Letterkenny Cathedral One Way project has been on 
the go a long time.  He noted the additional funding for Manorcunningham, 
Kilmacrennan and Crievesmith. 
 
Cllr. Brogan asked for clarification in relation to the Non National Roads 
funding of €350,000 for the road from the Hospital Roundabout to the 
Pramerica Roundabout.  It is good to get the funding for this project that was in 
the programme for next year.  He proposed that this funding now be 
transferred to the Glencar Road 
 
Cllr. McMonagle seconded this proposal.  The road is falling apart.  He 
welcomed other funding received through the Active Travel programme which 
is helping to connect areas. 
 
Cllr. McMonagle asked if the Housing and Roads Services are cooperating on 
the securing of funding to repair the back lanes.  He noted the response to his 
question stating that there is no funding in 2021.  Funds need to be found 
between the two Services. 

 
Cllr. McMonagle referred to his question in relation to Ray Graveyard wall and 
noted the response in relation to application from the Raymochy Historical 
Society and asked if this was an old application and have Roads applied for 
funding for the work. 
 
 
 
 



Cllr. Kavanagh stated that he was going to second Cllr. Brogan’s proposal in 
relation to the transfer of funding to the Glencar Road.  He acknowledged the 
funding allocated under Active Travel which is very important.  He also 
supports the call for work to be done on the back lanes as this has been going 
on a long time.  He previously raised a motion in relation to the back lane at 
Muckish Avenue.  The Roads and Housing Services need to identify funding for 
this work. 
 
Cllr. McBride welcomed the funding allocated and noted that it was great to 
see funding coming through for projects.  He referred to request from local 
community in Churchill in relation to footpaths and asked where that is at. 
 
Cllr. Blaney welcomed the allocation of funding under the Active Travel 
programme.  He noted that of the €1.4 million allocated only €107,000, 7% of 
the allocation, had been allocated to the Milford area.  He noted the funding of 
€20,000 for the footpath on the Kilmacrennan Road, Milford and €25,000 for 
footpath to Greyrocks.  In relation to the allocation of €37,000 for the footpath 
walkway from Kilmacrennan Main Street to the National School he asked that 
Fr. Dunne and the Parish Committee be consulted and that the design be 
shown to them. 
 
 Cllr. Kelly welcomed the funding secured.  He referred to his motion on the 
Conwal cycle lane and asked if an application for funding had been made.  He 
also asked if the Council had progressed a Part 8 design for the facility.  
Pedestrian counts would strengthen the application for funding.  There should 
be limited land issues in this area if any.  This would be a worthwhile facility. 

 
 Cllr. McGarvey asked if the €500,000 allocated in the 5 year plan for the 
Cathedral project is now €500,000 extra and will that be available for other 
projects. 

 
 David McIlwaine advised that the money would now transfer to the second 
priority on the list which is the Meenaroy Bridge. 

 
 Cllr. McGarvey asked about funding for Local Improvement Schemes. 
 

 David thanked the Members for their comments and proceeded to respond to 
queries raised as follows. 
 
In response to Cllr. Brogan’s question on the allocation for Manor Crievesmith 
of €350,000 under Non National Roads being transferred to Glencar Road 
David noted that this was a good idea as the funding would cover the 
resurfacing of the road and free up money in the 2022 budget. 
 
In response to Cllr. McMonagle’s question in relation to the back lanes David 
advised that there had been no progress but that he would talk to Housing 
about sourcing funding for this work. 
 
 



In response to Cllr. McMonagle’s question in relation to Ray Graveyard wall 
David advised that the Raymochy Historical Society had submitted an 
application yesterday for funding.  There are 3 parts of the wall that need to be 
repaired and archaeological supervision of any work done would be required. 
 
In relation to Cllr. McBride’s question in relation to footpaths in Churchill David 
advised that no funding is available but he agreed to follow up on this and it 
could be considered for future applications. 
 
In relation to Cllr. Blaney’s question in relation to the funding allocated in the 
Milford area David advised that 26 applications had been made across the 
Municipal District to the National Roads Authority but funding was only 
received for 9 of these projects. 

 
 In relation to Cllr. Blaney’s request in relation to the footpath in Kilmacrennan 
David confirmed that the design would be discussed with Fr. Dunne and the 
Parish Committee. 

 
 In relation to Cllr. Kelly’s question regarding the design of the facility at Conwal 
David advised that no funding had been received under Active Travel for 2021.  
In order to proceed with Part 8 and design funding would be needed.  He 
advised that he will try to progress this and would discuss the matter with Road 
Design. 

  
 In relation to Cllr. McGarvey’s question in relation to the 5 year priority list 
David advised that any change in the list follows the priority agreed.  Works in 
Milford / Kilmacrennan is further down the list. 
 
In relation to Cllr. McGarvey’s question regarding Local Improvement Scheme 
funding David advised that no confirmation of funding for 2021 under this 
scheme has been announced yet. 
 
Cllr. Brogan stated that he was happy that David can confirm the transfer of 
funding to the Glencar Road. 
 
David advised that this was the decision of the Members. 

 
 

QUESTIONS 
 
MDL217/21 SWEET FACTORY PLAYGROUND IN TOWN PARK 
 

In answer to his question is there a start date for the refurbishment work at 
the Sweet Factory playground in the Town Park, as it is important to have this 
facility available for families as soon as possible, and is there any update on 
upgrading the lights in the Park Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh was advised: 

 
 



 “Following the tender process, the successful contractor has been identified. 
However, due to the current Level 5 COVID-19 restrictions on construction 
activity, the contractor cannot be appointed just yet to carry out the works. On 
confirmation of further re-opening of the construction sector, the contractor 
will be appointed and requested to commence the upgrade works as soon as 
possible. At this stage and owing to delays in the delivery of play equipment 
due to COVID-19, it is envisaged that construction will not be complete until 
August/September 2021. 

 
MDL218/21 RAMPS ON GLENCAR ROAD 
 

 In answer to his question could the Council please paint the new ramps at 
Glencar Road (between St. Eunan’s College and the Circular Road roundabout) 
in luminous paint to make them more visible, and also could the Council 
confirm that they are within the recommended height for ramps, as there are 
lots of people saying they are too high and that they are damaging cars, Cllr. 
Jimmy Kavanagh was advised: 

 “We can confirm that we have inspected these ramps which were reinstated by 
Irish Water contractor. Signing and lining of ramps will be complete when 
Lining contractors are in the area.” 

 
MDL219/21 SURROUNDING WALL OF RAY GRAVEYARD IN MANORCUNNINGHAM 
 

In answer to his question has an application been made to the Department for 
funding to help restore the surrounding wall of Ray Graveyard in 
Manorcunningham RE: my Motion of sept 2020?”, Cllr. Gerry McMonagle was 
advised: 
 

 "The Raymochy Historical Society have applied for funding for a conservation 
report for Raymochy Church & Graveyard to the Heritage Council’s Community 
Heritage Grant Scheme and have also submitted an application for the National 
Monuments Service’s Community Monuments Fund .  The conservation report 
should facilitate the repairs of the boundary walls.  The site is included on the 
Record of Monuments & Places and protected under the National Monuments 
Acts (1930-2004).  Consent for works would be needed from the National 
Monuments Service and archaeological supervision will be required for the 
repair of the boundary walls which are a nineteenth-century feature.  The 
works to repair the localised collapse of the boundary wall could be carried out 
under the supervision of a licensed archaeologist. 

 
 The Roads Sections will continue to seek other sources of funding to carry out 

these repair works.” 
 

MDL220/21 RAMPS AT MANOR MAIN STREET 

In answer to his question when will the Ramps be installed at Manor Main 
Street, Cllr. Gerry McMonagle was advised: 
 



  “The completion of these projects have been delayed due to Covid 19 
restrictions. A contractor has been appointed to carry out these and will 
schedule to carry out the works when restrictions have been lifted.” 

 
MDL221/21 BACK LANES AT DERRYVEAGH, MUCKISH AND SLIABH SNEACHT 

 
 In answer to his question when will works begin to finish the Back Lanes at 

Derryveagh, Muckish and Sliabh Sneacht, Cllr. Gerry McMonagle was advised: 
 

 “No funding has been allocated to these roads as part of the 2021 Roads 
Programme. We will continue to seek alternative opportunities of funding.” 

 
MDL222/21 PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY 
 

 In answer to his question will Irish Water Release a statement to say that all 
public Water supply is safe to drink, Cllr. Ian McGarvey was advised: 

 
 “Donegal County Council will forward this question to Irish Water (IW), and 

request that IW respond directly to Councillor McGarvey and to copy the other 
Elected Members of Letterkenny - Milford Municipal District.  Any response 
received by Council staff will be passed on to Councillor McGarvey. 

 
 There are a number of avenues available to the Elected Members to raise 

queries/ questions with Irish Water which include: 
 - Use of the dedicated Local Representative telephone number: 1890 178 178. 
 - Use of the dedicated Local Representative Support Service email: 

localrepsupport@water.ie .” 
 

MDL223/21 DESIGN OF SI HOUSES 
 
 In answer to his question can this Council Process all Applications for SI Houses 

in this M.D. with a Review in design, Cllr. Ian McGarvey was advised: 
 

 “The Policy for accepting applications for Specific Instance (S.I) Dwellings was 
adopted in mid 2016 following consideration by the Housing and Corporate 
Strategic Policy Committee.  The policy sets out the process of assessing 
applications for S.I. houses in a number of stages.  The initial stage involves 
determining the eligibility of the applicant for social housing support, including 
classification of the need and consideration as to whether there is the 
availability of alternative accommodation in an area to meet the need.  If the 
applicant meets the criteria, and no other accommodation is available to meet 
the need, we then assess the suitability of the site being provided in terms of 
title, access, ground conditions, part 8, etc.  If all is in order, an application is 
then made to the Department to seek funding for the construction of the S.I. 
dwelling.” 

 
MDL224/21 LIS SCHEMES ALLOCATION 

In answer to his question is there any definite information on allocation for the 
LIS Schemes for LK Milford M.D. & Donegal, Cllr. Ian McGarvey was advised: 

mailto:localrepsupport@water.ie


 
 “No confirmation of allocations for 2021 Local Improvement Schemes has been 

received.” 
 

MDL225/21 BOUNDARY WALL AT RAY GRAVEYARD, MANORCUNNINGHAM 
 

 In answer to his question is there any progress on seeking funding for repairs 
to the boundary wall at Ray graveyard, Manorcunningham, Cllr. Donal Coyle 
was advised: 

 
 “The Raymochy Historical Society have applied for funding for a conservation 

report for Raymochy Church & Graveyard to the Heritage Council’s Community 
Heritage Grant Scheme and have also submitted an application for the National 
Monuments Service’s Community Monuments Fund .  The conservation report 
should facilitate the repairs of the boundary walls.  The site is included on the 
Record of Monuments & Places and protected under the National Monuments 
Acts (1930-2004).  Consent for works would be needed from the National 
Monuments Service and archaeological supervision will be required for the 
repair of the boundary walls which are a nineteenth-century feature.  The 
works to repair the localised collapse of the boundary wall could be carried out 
under the supervision of a licensed archaeologist. 

 
 The Roads Sections will continue to seek other sources of funding to carry out 

these repair works.” 
 

MDL226/21 REMOVAL OF ALL OVERHEAD CABLES AND POWER LINES ON THE PORT ROAD 
 

 In answer to his question requesting that an update be given if funding has 
been specifically sought for the removal of all overhead cables and power lines 
on the Port Road and having them installed underground as per my previous 
motion, Cllr. Donal Coyle was advised: 

 “The has been no application made to date for Environment improvement 
works along the Port/Ramelton Road. This would be a worthy scheme, and we 
will seek opportunities for future funding opportunities.” 

 
MDL227/21 RIVER EROSION ON THE R250 ROAD AT NEWMILLS 

 
 In answer to his question requesting an update on the Motion I brought 

forward regarding the issue of River erosion on the R250 Road at Newmills 
please, Cllr. Donal Kelly was advised: 

 “An application has been submitted to the Department of Transportation for 
funding as part of the Climate adaption scheme. If funding is received we will 
arrange for the works to be carried out.” 

 
 
 
 
 



MDL228/21 LOCAL IMPROVEMENTS SCHEME 
 

In answer to his question requesting an update on the (LIS) Local 
Improvements Scheme on how money is going to be allocated etc... please, 
Cllr. Donal Kelly was advised: 

 
 “There has been no confirmation of any funding being received for LIS in 2021. 

We are currently assessing schemes and they will be prioritised in accordance 
with the attached guidelines that have been issued by the Department of Rural 
and Community Development.” 

 
MDL229/21 WORKS BY OPW AT NEWMILLS PROPERTIES 
 

 In answer to his question requesting an updated report on the proposed new 
works by the OPW at their Newmills Properties please, Cllr. Donal Kelly was 
advised: 

 
“Donegal County Council contacted OPW on Tuesday 6th April following 
submission of the above question and received the following reply: 

 
The OPW has two projects included for the Newmills Corn and Flax Mill 
National Monument for 2021 Business Plan. 

  
The first phase of works, which is at present out to tender, is a proposed 
development at New Mills, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal consisting of excavating 
and laying of new services from Gallagher’s house to the Mill Complex and an 
ESB Service to Gallagher’s house.   

  
Following on from the civil works and in order for OPW to renew the 
relationship and proximity of Gallagher’s House to the overall Newmills 
complex, it will be necessary to make the building accessible for their 
maintenance staff, interpretative guides and the visiting general public. 
Accessibility is underpinned by the need for safe working, and pedestrian 
circulation for all. The OPW is proposing to create a drop-off area to the rear of 
the Gallagher’s, to facilitate access to the building by staff, visitors and 
maintenance contractors. This will include an accessible parking space, 
universal access provisions and associated landscape improvements.  

  
It is hoped to complete these works by Qtr. 4, 2021 subject to Covid 19 
restrictions etc. 

  
2022 onwards: 
On completion of these works, conservation work to the interior of Gallagher’s 
will be completed and the interior features of the building will be reinstated. 
Most of these elements including the bar, original shelving and other fixtures 
and fittings have already been conserved, restored and are stored off site. The 
goal is to reopen the Gallagher’s building to the public to access interpretive 
spaces i.e. a restored interior.  

  
 



Long-term access to the former residence and public house, ‘Gallagher’s’, is 
subject to traffic calming measures at the site and on which OPW hopes to 
engage further with Donegal Co. Co.  Supplementary design work and 
construction will be required to enable Gallagher’s House to made accessible 
and adapted to for use as an interpretative space.  

 
Safer access is critical to opening up the site and for visitor numbers to grow 
along with the associated planning and development of the site. Underlying 
this, is the potential of the site to contribute to the economic, cultural, social 
fabric of the surrounding area and region.  

   
To date the planning, roads and conservation divisions of Donegal Co. Co. have 
been extremely helpful with assisting OPW in the plans for the Newmills site 
and we look forward to future positive engagement with the council” 

 
MDL230/21 ROAD STRENTHENING ON MOSS ROAD FROM RAY BRIDGE 
 

In answer to his question when will the road strengthening be completed on 
the Moss Road from Ray Bridge towards the Thorn Lough as the extra funding 
has now been secured to complete this stretch of road, Cllr. Liam Blaney was 
advised: 

 
 “These works are programmed to be commenced before the end of April.” 
 

MDL231/21 FOOTPATHS IN ROSSNAKILL, KERRYKEEL AND MILFORD 

In answer to his question when are the footpaths going to be completed in 
Rossnakill, Kerrykeel and Milford as the monies were secured for these in 
2020, Cllr. Liam Blaney was advised: 

 “The completion of these projects have been delayed due to Covid 19 
restrictions. When restrictions are fully lifted we will programme to complete 
these projects.” 

 
MDL232/21 FOOTPATHS PROGRAMME 

 In answer to his question requesting an updated report on the footpath 
programme, Cllr. Ciaran Brogan was advised: 

 
 “The progress of works on the footpath Programme has been delayed due to 

the COVID Restrictions. As restrictions have been reduced we are currently in 
prioritizing and preparing a programme of works and the completion of the 
footpaths will be built into this programme. We plan to commence these 
footpath works in the next few weeks when we commence the works on the 
Pearse Road.” 

 
MDL233/21 TEN T ROADS PROJECT 
 

 In answer to his question requesting an updated report on the Ten T roads 
project, Cllr. Ciaran Brogan was advised: 



 
 “The Ten-T Priority Route Improvement Project, Donegal is currently 

progressing through Design and EIAR/CPO preparation (TII PMG Phase 3). 
 

 Subsequent to the previous report, the project is expected to be submitted for 
approval to publish in Q3, 2021, slightly delayed from the previous update 
(indicated as end Q2 2021).  Publication of the EIAR/CPO will require 
Government and Departmental approval to proceed, and will be a key 
milestone for the Project. 

 
 Restrictions and difficulties posed by Covid-19 have where possible been 

mitigated and good progress on the project has continued.  Ongoing significant 
difficulties continue, however every effort is being made to manage these 
factors. 

 
 Extensive landowner engagement took place in Q4 2020 and Q1 2021.  Further 

meetings are required and will be scheduled during Q2 2021.  Landowner 
engagement will continue right up to publication and beyond.  

 
 It is hoped that the An Bord Pleanála Oral Hearing could commence end 2021 / 

early 2022, subject to the necessary approvals to proceed to Phase 4 Statutory 
Processes.” 

 
MDL234/21 SCHEDULE OF ROADWORKS FOR LETTERKENNY / MILFORD MD 
 

 In answer to his question requesting an updated report on the proposed 
schedule of roadworks for Letterkenny / Milford MD for 2021, Cllr. Ciaran 
Brogan was advised: 

 
  “Preparation works have commenced on the Roads restoration Improvement & 

Maintenance programme. Surfacing is due to commence in the Fanad RSS Area 
on Monday the 19th of April, in the Letterkenny Rural RSS Area the following 
week and in the Carrigart RSS Area on the 17th of May. It is programmed that 
works will continue on the Restoration programmes until the end of 
September.” 

 
MDL235/21  DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING 

  
 It was agreed that the next MDL Meeting would be held on 11th May, 2021 in a 
venue to be confirmed. 
 
Cllr. Coyle noted that there has been no meeting of the Letterkenny Town 
Forum in the past 12 months.  He stated that it would be important to convene 
a meeting with them to have a discussion on the Town Bus and to get the view 
of the Members. 
 
Patricia McIntyre agreed to arrange this. 
 
 



Liam Ward referred to the Workshop on the Town Plan which is to be held 
tomorrow and gave his apologies as he would not be able to attend due to the 
Oral Hearing in Buncrana on the Schools Campus CPO.  He advised that Eunan 
Quinn would attend the Workshop. 
 
This concluded the business of the meeting. 
 
 
 
_____________________  ______________________ 
Mayor     Meetings Administrator 

 
 
 


